The Saga of our Salvation
Deacon Mike Stewart, Teacher
Course Description 

The purpose of this course is to help students understand all that God has done for us through his son, Jesus Christ. Through this course of study, students will learn that for all eternity, God has planned for us to share eternal happiness with Him, which is accomplished through the redemption Christ won for us.  Students will learn that they share in this redemption only in and through Jesus Christ.  They will also be introduced to what it means to be a disciple of Christ and what life as a disciple of Christ entails. 
CURRICULUM, TEXT, COURSE THEMES
Jesus Christ: Source of our Salvation  Ave Maria Press e-text, c. 2011




Students will frequently require a personal bible provided by the school.  Since the text frequently references scripture, there will be times when an assignment, either homework or in-class, will require you to use the text, on-line resources, and the bible in order to accomplish the task. In addition, classroom discussion is also enhanced when we are all reading from a common version of scripture. For these reasons, students are discouraged from using an e-bible or personal bible, particular in class.
In this course, you can expect the following themes:
· God has revealed himself, in stages, from the beginning of time, and then culminating in the life, death, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ

· So, why was it necessary that we be saved in the first place?  And from what? 
· An emphasis on the Gospels as they chronicle the early events of the life of Jesus, his teaching and healing ministry, and ultimately his Paschal Mystery

· But what does all this, particularly the Paschal Mystery mean to me?  An examination of the Gospels as it relates to this question

· What does it mean to live as a disciple of Jesus Christ?  

This course follows the United States Bishop’s High School Curriculum Framework for Course 3 - The Mission of Jesus Christ (The Paschal Mystery).  For course-specific details, including more definitive curriculum objectives, I invite you to visit: http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/catechesis/upload/high-school-curriculum-framework.pdf.

Christian CONDUCT Expectations
· W.W.J.D. (What would Jesus do ????)  Since we will be studying the Gospels, modeling the behavior of Jesus and his teaching will be expected in the classroom. 
· Disrespect in word or in deed will not be tolerated, including making disparaging remarks or gestures.
· We are guests in this classroom, respect of our hosts is expected. Please do not tamper with or deface school property in any way, including the restrooms. 
· All behavior expectations outlined in your SMCC Student Handbook will be enforced. 
· Students who detract from the Christian environment of this class will be subject to discipline.  
· Your athletic commitments do not excuse you from the consequences of your actions. I will discuss any such matter with your coach if necessary.  
Academic Expectations

1. Please come to class each day fully prepared so that you will not disrupt the class by having to return to your locker after the bell. 

2. To avoid the necessity of returning to your locker, the following items must be brought to class every day, unless otherwise indicated:

· e-text 
· print bible 
· loose-leaf paper in a notebook, folder or binder, journal
· pen.
3. For home study, and particularly in preparing for quizzes and tests, it is recommended that you use paper flashcards, a flashcard app, or quizlet.com. 
4. Being on-time is an important life skill. Students are expected to be in the room before the second (tardy) exchange bell rings, unless otherwise excused. Tardies are tracked by the office and result in school discipline.
5. Grading for this course will follow the prescribed SMCC policy as found in your student handbook. The SMCC Athletic Eligibility policy will also be adhered to. The following will constitute your quarter and semester grades:

· Class participation

· Leading prayer 

· Journal entries as assigned
· Homework

· Quizzes, tests

· Other (as determined by teacher)
6. Unexcused Absence -- Students earn a ‘zero’ for any test or assignment missed.   

7. Excused Absences and work – Students are responsible for any work missed.  Unless otherwise indicated, the number of days absent is the number of school days allowed to make up the work without a late penalty.
8. Excused Absences and quizzes or tests -- If a scheduled test was missed, students should be prepared to take the make-up test during a study hall OR after school ASAP.  It is strongly recommended that students make up missed work before making up a missed test. Missed tests must be made up within one week or the student will earn a ‘zero’ for the test.

9. In order to ensure student success on quizzes and test, students will have access to a test study guide which outlines what will be tested. This list is posted on my classroom page.
10. Written classwork/ homework will be assigned on a regular basis. This work is to be turned in on time (which means the date specified when it is assigned in your class period). Late homework will be marked down 10% per day it is late, down to a minimum of 50%. Please don’t compromise an otherwise good grade. 
11. Any homework which earns less than 60% may be re-done, although will be marked down appropriately at the discretion of Dcn. Mike.  

12. Whenever grades are posted to PowerSchool, all missing work/tests will be entered as a zero.  This includes work from absences.  If the work/test is submitted, your score grade will be changed

13. Chapter Test questions are based on class/home work; sometimes from the text directly; sometimes from lectures. Semester Exam questions are taken from the Chapter Tests.  Students are expected to correct chapter tests and save them until the semester exam.  As a result, generally no other exam review worksheet or summary will be given. HS/ College Tip-- Save all your work until after the semester exam and until you have your final grade.  It is your proof that you earned a grade that for some reason you did not receive.
14. Please understand that your lack of planning or effort, which in turn earns a poor grade does not warrant a teacher emergency.  Please do not ask for extra credit unless it is offered.  If you need help learning how to study better to improve your grade, please see me to set up an after school appointment.
15. As is our policy at SMCC, if you misuse your iPad, it will be confiscated. The school iPad use policy will be enforced, and are subject to earning school discipline in addition to having your iPad confiscated; in particular, playing games during class time. If asked, students are expected to unlock the iPad for teacher review.  Please don’t disrespect the teacher or the class by putting yourself in this position. 
16. Work or study for another class may not be done during our class period, unless given permission to do so.  Failure to comply will be result in discipline.  
17. In the event that parents express a concern and request a conference, it is preferable that both parents and the student attend, unless there is a compelling reason for doing otherwise.  At this level, parent-teacher conferences without the high school student’s presence are generally not productive, as parents often find themselves caught in the middle. The student and I know how work is assigned, what kinds of deadlines there are, and other specifics such as classroom behavior. I will do everything possible to schedule a conference when it is convenient for the parents.
18. Unless specified otherwise, students will post most classwork to Turnitin.com. Students are to enroll using the assigned class ID’s found on my classroom page. Turnitin is, in part, a plagiarism service, as it compares student work to millions of sources, both internally (SMCC) as well as externally.  It reports to the student the percentage of similarity between their original work and these sources. It reports to the teachers what material came from where-by name.  As such, please honor yourself by doing your own work. 
19. Work not submitted in the assigned format may not be graded, or a minimum, will be marked down. Specifics about format will be listed in the Assignment Directions for each assignment, and then posted on my classroom page. 
20. Students found cheating earn a zero for the work/test and a Level 2 behavior referral to the Dean of Students (both the giver-and-the-taker). Extra credit will not be given to compensate for this academic dishonesty.
21. All test dates, test study lists, and assignments will be posted on my classroom page.   
Teacher Contact Information
Students: If EVER you have any questions or concerns, please see me … and the sooner, the better. Don’t let yourself fall behind.  I’m here to help you succeed.  If you have a general question about homework or an upcoming test, follow these steps:
1. check my classroom page, 
2. check with a classmate (particularly your prayer-accountability partner); all sophomores are in the same theology course 
3. as a last resort, see me or email me.
My e-mail address is mstewart@smccmonroe.com.  Since I am actively engaged in ministry both inside and outside of SMCC, I may not see your e-mail immediately.  In some cases, I may not see your e-mail until the next school day.  Nevertheless, please know that a lack of a reply to your question will not excuse late work.
Parents: I check e-mail throughout the school day, and generally this is the best means of contacting me. My school telephone number is 241-7622 (SMCC). 
